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faith. More than once it was pointed out to him that, if
only he would issue a limited number of appeals without any
reference to his Faith, these could be placed in the hands of
certain wealthy people, with surety of substantial support.
But this he refused to do.
Repeatedly Barnardo declared he had a "special mission
to the stingy", and continually he emphasized the belief
that all men, whatever their rank, colour, nationality or
creed, are stewards of the treasures of God. The implications
of his philosophy, therefore, being universal, the doors of
his Homes stood open to absolutely all: but this fact altered
not the Christian character of his appeal; and proofs of its
effectiveness are legion. On one occasion, in the early
days, when addressing a certain drawing-room meeting,
he pointed out that his weekly expenses were then ^350,
and suggested that there were persons present who, if they
would fully respond to Christ's call, could support the
Homes for a week, or even more. Next morning, among
the cheques received at Headquarters was one for £1,400—
"to support your family for four weeks".
But, though Barnardo came to feel that a "paramount
duty53 was "laid upon him", to urge "in the most forcible
manner" the claims of destitute children, and thus "awaken
sluggish consciences", he believed profoundly that, his
utmost done, he was absolutely dependent upon God;
and that more than once, in his extremity, Providence had
intervened to save the day. He could have said with one of
the greatest statesmen of modern times: "I never worry.
I always do the best I can; I leave the rest to God." Nor
was his trust misplaced. The Spring of 1882 found Barnardo
in peculiarly tight straits. Week after week his income was
exceptionally small; immediately ahead were liabilities
exceptionally large: in a few days, accounts running into
four figures had to be met. The Homes' extremity was a
matter of special prayer on the part of all the staff; yet foi
days the income continued appallingly low. Faith was

